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ROCHDALE METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

 
TOWNSHIP CHAIR REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 
REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON 23rd July 2014  
 
Thank you, Mr Mayor, for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on matters relating to the Rochdale Township Committee. 
 
This is my first report as Rochdale Township Chair after being re-elected by members. 
I look forward to the next 12 months and I am committed to supporting the 
development and promotion of Rochdale Township.  
 
Metrolink 
The Rochdale town centre tram stop opened in March 2014. The fully accessible 
trams run along the Oldham-Rochdale line every 12 minutes. There has been a 
steady increase in passenger numbers over the past few months. 
 
Kingsway Business Park 
The Hungry Horse pub/restaurant continues to be very busy with local residents and 
employees from the business park using the facilities on a regular basis 
 
Staff numbers at JD Sports have increased over the past few months with more local 
residents securing work there. This is reflected in the increased use of the Kingsway 
Link bus service and the latest Metrolink figures for the Kingsway Business Park tram 
stop, which peaked at over 7,000 tickets to or from the stop in May. 
 
The 3rd annual Kingsway run will take place on Sunday 21st September 2014. Entries 
are now open and there will be the 10k, 5k and children’s race as was the case last 
year. There will be a team entry for local businesses and schools. Promotional leaflets 
will be printed in the next few weeks. 
 
The Kingsway Business Park revised Masterplan was submitted as part of a new 
Outline Planning Application in April and will be determined by the planning 
committees in July.   
 
Enquiries have been steady over the last few months with the partnership dealing with 
a number of companies looking to invest in Kingsway, which are at various stages in 
the negotiations. Announcements will be made should any of these progress to 
contracts. 
 
Wilson Bowden secured planning consent for a 210,000ft2 speculative industrial unit 
for Plot H on Kingsway and are in the process of securing finance for this. Work 
should commence at the end of September on this building.  
 
 
Town Centre East 
The Development Agreement between Council and the development partner (Genr8) 
was signed in September 2013. The vast majority of the site has been assembled and 
demolitions and site clearance is well underway. Genr8 are continuing to seek to 
secure key retail & leisure occupiers to anchor the new development.  They will then 
be in a position to progress scheme design and work towards the submission of a 
planning application later in 2014 or in early 2015. 
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The demolition programme began in March 2014 and is well advanced.  The multi-
story car park/bus station has been demolished and the former Municipal Office 
building is scaffolded and is now being dismantled floor by floor.  The demolitions are 
due to complete in October 2014. The demolition of the Broadwater Centre and St 
Andrews Church is also well advanced and due to complete towards the end of July 
2014.  
 
Upon completion of demolition works, the site of the multi-story car park/bus station 
and the Broadwater Centre/St Andrews Church will be laid out as temporary car parks, 
until the new retail and leisure development starts on site.  The two car parks are 
expected to accommodate around 300 vehicles.  A number of highway improvement 
schemes to support the on-going regeneration of the town centre are being 
implemented on a phased basis including a new pedestrian crossing on Smith Street, 
Milton Street changed to two-way traffic to improve access to the temporary car parks, 
and a new turnaround area, loading bays and taxi rank on River Street. 
 
Wheatsheaf Centre Entrance 

 The contractor has been appointed and construction work recently started on site. The 
new lift and escalators are due to be installed by November 2014, with full completion 
of the new entrance by January 2015. The works will create a new entrance and retail 
units on the Baillie Street frontage.   
 

 Rochdale Town Hall  
The roof repairs to the eastern part of the building are now complete.  Planning for the 
next phase of the works including further roof works, replacement of heating plant and 
electrical works is underway along with improvements to support core business 
functions. The Feasibility Study to consider options for the future use of the building is 
complete. The options set out in the Feasibility Study and other recommendations will 
shortly be considered by the Council as the basis for consultations with the public later 
in the year. 
 
Street Lighting PFI 
The street lighting replacement programme is nearing the third year of a five year 
programme. To date 13,516 existing street lights and illuminated signs have been 
removed and 13,742 new energy efficient street lights and signs have been installed 
and commissioned.  
 
Street lighting faults are being repaired in an average time of 3 working days. This 
excludes faults associated with supply failures, which are referred to Electricity North 
West for repair. 
 
Community Safety 
Community Safety have been busy commissioning the new Rochdale Township 
Community Safety CCTV van. The van is fitted with the latest technology regarding 
mobile CCTV equipment and will be used to tackle all aspects of crime and disorder 
within the Township from anti-social behaviour to serious organised crime. 
 
Community News 
Once again, the Township saw the raising of the Armed Forces Day Flag to support 
Armed Forces week. School children, veterans, councillors and the community came 
out in force to support the event. During the Armed Forces week, we were honoured to 
welcome Simon Weston OBE who was the guest speaker at a recent business event 
at Rochdale Town Hall; 300 guests comprising businesses, veterans, cadets and 
community representatives attended. The event was held to encourage businesses in 
the Borough to sign up to the Corporate Covenant - a voluntary pledge from 
organisations who wish to demonstrate their support for the Armed Forces community. 
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Highways 
The Department for Transport has now confirmed Rochdale Borough’s share of the 
£200m pot-hole fund set aside for English councils.  The pot-hole repair fund will 
complement the existing Highways Investment Programme which is ongoing. I met 
with the Highways Maintenance Team to agree the process for allocation of these 
funds, the meeting was very positive and I will personally be working with Officers to 
ensure that the funds are allocated effectively.  My congratulations to those Officers 
that submitted an excellent bid for these funds, which has resulted in the Borough of 
Rochdale receiving the third highest allocation in Greater Manchester. 
 
Environmental issues 
Myself and other Members attended a briefing by the Portfolio Holder at Green Lane. 
We also took part in a tour of Rochdale Township when we were able to highlight the 
areas where Members felt that environmental issues needed to be addressed, which I 
feel was very beneficial. 
I also had the pleasure of attending the unveiling of the impressive WW1 
commemorative flower bed which is situated directly in front of Sir John Bright’s statue 
on Broadfield Park. 
The Clean and Green Priority Group will continue to meet during 2014/15; the first 
meeting will focus on updates from Environmental Management Street Services and 
the Green Infrastructure Plan. 
 
Involving communities  
The Communities & Engagement Priority Group will also continue throughout 2014/15 
and will look to develop projects. Members will be provided with an overview of the 
schemes supported by the group in 2013/14. 
 
Area Forums 
Most of the first round of forums for the current year has now taken place. Issues 
raised so far include: 
 
Bamford and Oakenrod Forum  
The main topic of discussion during the last meeting was highways issues, particularly 
around traffic management in the ward. At the last Action and Resource Committee, 
funding was awarded to carry out an investigation and pedestrian/vehicle survey to 
determine if Norden Road (outside Bamford Chapel) meets the criteria for the 
introduction of a pedestrian crossing point. 
 
Central Rochdale Forum  
Residents were informed of the Defra Pathfinder Scheme which is a project to help 
people in flood prone areas to become more prepared for flooding. Environmental 
Issues were again the main cause for concern together with regeneration of 
properties. 
 
Spotland & Falinge Forum  
An update was provided on revealing the River Roch. Details of the main elements of 
the project were given, and the forum was informed that the project should lead to the 
development of an attractive wildlife corridor and creation of a sustainable habitat, 
along with public realm improvements. The forum also raised and discussed local 
issues. 
 
Milkstone & Deeplish Forum  
Alley Gating, anti-social behaviour and parking were the main issues for concern. 
Crime figures for the area have reduced. Residents were encouraged to report 
incidents to GMP. A neighbourhood Watch Scheme for the area is being looked into. 
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Norden Forum  
The forum is actively seeking a response from Redrow to ensure the preservation of 
Black Pits Chimney. A further presentation was provided by Peel Energy who informed 
the forum of the proposed expansion to the wind farm at Scout Moor. There was a split 
in opinions, residents were encouraged to attend consultation events to register their 
views. 
 
Castleton  
The forum was provided with an overview of the Empty Properties Strategy. Residents 
were encouraged to report any concerns about empty properties to the council. Other 
items discussed included the condition of Rochdale Canal and tow paths and new 
development sites in the ward. 
 
Healey Forum.  
An update on the TBA site was provided to the forum by the Environmental Protection 
officer. This was the main topic of discussion on the night.  
 
Kingsway Forum 
Discussions were had around an ongoing issue of anti-social behaviour on the canal. 
The police aim to work with the councils licensing team to address some of the 
problems raised at the forum. Highways and Metrolink issues were also discussed. A 
representative from Metrolink is being invited to attend the next forum. 
 
Sparth Forum  
A short presentation was provided by the Sparth Youth Group who along with 
members of the Play Scheme Project has been involved in a ‘Recycle Project’. This 
project has been supported by Coop Pioneers, Sparth Community Centre and RBC 
Youth Services. Using old bicycle parts the group have been creating a large art piece 
which has been centred on Tour de France. The forum also discussed issues around 
fly-tipping, parking problems and the theft of cellar grates. 
 
Balderstone and Kirkholt Forum 
Two presentations were provided by Street Pastors and from a member of the steering 
group for the Kirkholt Million project. Both presentations were informative and 
demonstrated good community engagement. The forum also discussed different ways 
of engaging the community and increasing the attendance at the area forums. As a 
trial the area forum will be called the Balderstone and Kirkholt Community Meeting. 
 
I thank all Members and officers for their continuing support. 
 

Councillor Sultan Ali                                                                         July 2014 
 

Thank you Mr Mayor.  I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members 
of the Council about these or any other matters relating to the Rochdale 
Township Committee. 
 
 

 


